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INTRODUCTION 

1. Rationale  

Traditional festivals are community cultural activities that are 

indispensable in the spiritual life of the Vietnamese people. The festival 

contains traditional cultural values have been distilled, crystallized 

through many generations like the lifestyle, customs, religion, creed, 

culture and art ... The values that have a profound impact on the 

formation of manners, emotional, cultural aspect of the community, are 

important elements constituting the traditional culture of Vietnam 

imbued with national identity. 

Resolution of the 5th session of 11th Central Committee of 

Communist Party of Vietnam of build and development of an advanced 

Vietnam culture deeply imbued with national identity, has set out the 

specific tasks in developing Vietnam culture, in which has the task of 

preserving, inheriting and promoting the cultural heritage, the 

traditional cultural values in general and traditional festivals in 

particular. 

Thai culture in Nghe An, including traditional festivals have a 

long history, become an integral part of the culture of ethnic groups in 

Vietnam. The cultural values of the festival have contributed to form 

the core emotional way, the face of the Thai community. In recent years 

the traditional festival of the Thai people in the western region of Nghe 

An has been changing. The full identification and study of values and 
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the traditional festival variation of Thai people in Nghe An will 

contribute to the cultural identity of Vietnam more and more clear, 

Aware of the significance and importance of these festivals, 
being a Thai ethnic person, with a desire to contribute a little to 

understand identities, to find solutions to preserve and promote the 
traditional festival of the Thai people, the author chose a topic: 

Festivals of the Thai people in the western region of Nghe An: 
tradition and change to study. 

2. Research purpose and tasks 

Research purpose  

Clarification of the traditional elements and transformations in 
the Thai festivals in the western region of Nghe An, on that basis, set 
out the problems of conservation and promotion of these festivals in the 

Thai community locally. 

Research tasks  

- Theoretical study as the basis for the identification of 

traditional festivals and its variations. 

- Describing the traditional festivals of the Thai people in the 
western region of Nghe An. 

- Analysing the expressions of the transformation of these 
traditional festivals. Identifing changing trends. 

- Setting present necessary issues for the preservation and 

promotion of traditional festivals of Thai people in the western region 
of Nghe An. 
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3. Object and scope of studies 

Research object 

Studying characteristics and values of the traditional festivals 

of the Thai people in the western region of Nghe An and its present 

variations. 

Research scope  

- The scope of the research problem: The thesis focuses on 

understanding the traditional elements and changes in some traditional 

festival of the Thai people in the western region of Nghe An. 

- The scope of research space: The author selected three case 

studies of traditional festivals: Festival of Bua cave, festival of Chin 

gian temple and festival of Xang khan. 

- The scope of research period: 

+ Studying traditional festivals: Before 1997 (before the 

festivals are restored). 

+ Studying transformation of the traditional festivals: From 

1997 to now (Since these festivals are restored). 

4. Research methods 
Based on the Marxism - Leninism theory and Ho Chi Minh’s 

ideas and the views of the Party and State on ethnicity and culture. 

To address the objectives and main contents of the proposed 

thesis, the author uses the research methods such as: 

- Ethnographic fieldwork: This is the main method to collect 

information related to the subject in the study area. In the local field, we 
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have a combination of observation, participant observation, interviews, 

group discussions with technical support such as recording, 

photographing ... Main data source used in the thesis was collected and 

analyzed from the fields from 2011 to 2015 at districts Que Phong and 

Quy Chau, Nghe An province. 

- Methods of comparison, analysis, synthesis: Inheriting the 

documents available through published works such as books, 

magazines, reports, statistics. Combining  secondary sources and 

conducted fieldwork data the author analysised and compared between 

the old festivals and the festivals of the Thai people today. On that 

basis, there is an overview of the traditional angles and variations in the 

the Thai festivals in the western region of Nghe An, simultaneously, 

determine what contents have been studied and what need to further 

research. 

- Interdisciplinary Approach: geography, history, folklore, 

sociology and ethnography to recognize and solve problems in 

identifying the traditional elements and changes to conserve and 

promote the cultural values of these festivals. 

5. Contributions of the doctoral thesis 

- Contribution to the literature of the Thai people’s festivals in 

the western region of Nghe An 

- Clarifying the status of the traditional festivals of the Thai 

people in the western region of Nghe An in terms of tradition and 

change. 

- Providing some meaningful solutions in the conservation and 

promotion of the values of those festivals. 
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- Providing references - the basis for conservation planning and 

promoting the values of the traditional festivals of the Thai people in 

the western region of Nghe An. 

6. Structure of the thesis 

Besides the Introduction, Conclusion, References, and 

Appendices, the thesis is divided into four chapters: 

Chapter 1: Literature review, theoretical basis and overview of 

the Thai people in the western region of Nghe An. 

Chapter 2: Traditional festivals of the Thai people in the 

western region of Nghe An. 

Chapter 3: Changes in the traditional festivals of the Thai 

people in the western region of Nghe An. 

Chapter 4: Current problems posed for the Thai people’s 

festivals in the western region of Nghe An. 
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Chapter 1 

LITERATURE REVIEW, THEORETICAL BASIS AND 
OVERVIEW OF THAI PEOPLE IN THE WESTERN REGION 

OF NGHE AN 
 

1.1. Literature review 

1.1.1. Studies of Thai people in Vietnam 

According to Professor, Dr. Shigeharu Tanabe (Japan), the 
late nineteenth century until 1991 had 1,303 authors who wrote 
about Thai-speaking peoples, including many studies of Thai 
people in Vietnam. The works focus on the perspective studies 
such as history, economics, culture, society and customs of the 
Thai people. 

1.1.2. Studies of festivals  

The ethnography / anthropology, cultural researchers have 
spent more time to study the festival. Many research projects have 
described in detail, meticulous and promote the cultural values of 
traditional festivals. This is the basis for my inheritance, such as 
the works: "Traditional festivals of modern social life" by Dinh 
Gia Khanh and Le Huu Tang (1993); "The value and impact of 
traditional festivals to northern communities in VietNam" of Thai 
Nguyen Duc Minh Quan (2014); "Traditional festivals" of Le 
Trung Vu (1992). 

1.1.3. Studies of the Thai people’s festivals in the western region of 
Nghe An 

So far, the study of festivals, traditional festivals of ethnic 
minorities in general and the traditional festival of the Thai people in 
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particular were interested by researchers. Some typical works such as: 
"Festival of praying for harvest of ethnics in Vietnam" of Phan Huu Dat 
Phan – main editor (1994); "Festival of praying for rain of the Thai 
people in the northwest region of Vietnam" of Vu Thi Hoa (1997); 
"Traditional Festivals of the Thai people in northwest region of 
Vietnam today" by Do Dinh Hang (2005); "Thai Culture in Vietnam" 
by Cam Trong and Phan Huu Dat (1995). The monographs mentioned 
above all study festivities in general and in particular the Thai people’s 
festivals. However, there is not any work referring to the Thai people’s 
festivals in the western region of Nghe An. 

1.1.4. Studies of the traditional festival changes 

So far there have been many scholars of cultural change issues 
in general and changes in traditional festivals in particular. Currently, 
anthropologists set cultural changes in the powerful transformation of 
globalization, the process of interaction beyond the national scope, of 
the society in transition. 

In our country there have been some studies about traditional 
festival changes such as: the traditional festivals of modern social life 
of the authors Dinh Gia Khanh and Le Huu Tang (1993), PhD thesis of 
raditional festivals of coastal residents in Hai Phong and the change in 
the current period of Le Thanh Tung. In the study of festival changes in 
urban - observed from Ha Noi, Prof.Dr. Le Hong Ly said that the 
transformation of the festival is inevitable and according to a rule. 

1.2. Theoretical basis  

1.2.1. Some basic concepts 

Now there are many different definitions of festivals and 
traditional festivals, in this thesis traditional festival is meant to be a 
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form of community cultural activities take place on residential areas in 
space and time identified, to recall an event, historical people or 
legends; this is also an occasion to present the cultural behavior of 
human with nature, divine and human in the society, community. 

1.2.2. Research theory 

To study the characteristics and values of the traditional festival 
of the Thai people in the western region of Nghe An and its changes, 
the thesis uses theoretical approaches such as: theory of ethnic culture 
and theory of exchange and acculturation. 

1.3. Overview of the Thai people in the western region of Nghe An 

The author presents an overview of the people, residence 
history, characteristics of economic activities and culture, family 
relations, marriage and family, religion and beliefs of the Thai 
people in the western region of Nghe An. 

Conclusions of the chapter 1 

Traditional festivals of ethnic groups in Vietnam are topics that 
many researchers have interested, however, research on traditional 
festivals of the Thai people in the western region of Nghe An, to date 
there is not any author who research fully and systematically. 

To study of the Thai people’s festival in the western region of 
Nghe An in the traditional perspective and change, the author used two 
theories: theory of ethnic culture and theory of exchange and 
acculturation. 

So far, the Thai people still preserve many cultural identities of 
ethnic groups. Besides these distinctions in costume, houses, villages, 
the customs and traditions of marriage and family, cultural and spiritual 
life of the Thai people are also very diverse and rich. 
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Chapter 2 

TRADITIONAL FESTIVALS OF THE THAI PEOPLE 
IN THE WESTERN REGION OF NGHE AN 

 

2.1. The origin and the process of festival 

2.1.1. Bua cave festival 

Bua cave attached to some legends, such as the battle between 
the mountain god Phí-pa-phá-hủng and the water god Phí-nặm-huồi-hạ. 

The research refers to the festival landscape space; the liturgy 
and festive activities at Bua cave. Hoi with traditional activities such as 
going to caves – nem con, drinking wine, singing folk tunes. 

2.1.2. Chin gian festival 

Presenting lore characters who  are worshiped in Chin Gian 
temple as: Thẻn Phà, Náng Xì Đà; Tạo Lý Ỳ; Cắm Lự, Cắm Lạn  

The thesis describes the festival landscape spaces including 
buffalo beach, local god temple, break temple, architecture of Chin 
Gian temple. In particular, the authors introduces in detail the 
traditional liturgy of the Thai people community in Chin Gian temple, 
including: lễ khai quang, lễ yết cáo, lễ rước và chém trâu, lễ đại tế, và lễ 
tạ. Hoi part is described with the traditional games such as jumping 
stalls, wrestling, danh quay, cockfighting, walking on stilts, playing 
mac le. 

2.1.3. Xang Khan festival 

This is an opportunity for boys and girls to meet, opening for 
the happy spring and villagers have the opportunity to repay witch 
doctors who have cured them. The witch doctors repay their former 
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witch doctors, repay ancestors, heaven and earth who have protected, 
taught them how to work as a witch doctor. This is also an opportunity 
for the wich doctor to apologize to the family that he can not worship, 
cure them of terrible diseases. 

The festival process is presented in detail with content, such as 
the type of offerings, the witch doctors, the ritual of the Mass, and 
finally the shows, traditional games in Xang Khan festival 

2.2. Features and values of the festivals 

2.2.1.Some features of the festivals 

Traditional festival of the Thai people in the western region of 

Nghe An has some characteristics including: honestly reflecting the 

situation and living conditions of the residents who grow rice as 

methods of mainly living; Reflecting these community activities, 

community cohesion; Manifesting the spirit of democracy and equality 

in daily life; Saving and reflecting many forms of primitive beliefs. 

2.2.2. The values of the festivals 

Traditional festival of the Thai people in the western region of 

Nghe An has some values such as community cohesion value; oriented 

sources value (natural and social origin); spiritual balance value; 

preservation, enrichment and promotion values of cultural identity; 

creation and cultural enjoyment values; economic and tourism values. 

Conclusions of the chapter 2 

The traditional festivals of the Thai people in the western 

region of Nghe An essentially retains the traditional values both in the 

ritual ceremony and the festival section. This ritual ceremony imprints 
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traditional culture of ethnic minorities in general and in particular the 

Thai ethnic. 

The traditional festivals of the Thai people in the western 
region of Nghe An have both common cultural characteristics of the 
Thai festival in Vietnam and its own cultural identity. The common 
characteristics are expressed through the characteristics of their 
traditional festivals such as: traditional festivals rooted in agriculture 
and associated with harvest, with polytheism. The festival demonstrates 
the cohesive community and equality in the enjoyment, participate in 
the festival. However, the traditional festival of the Thai people in the 
western region of Nghe An has some different characteristics from the 
Thai people’s festivals in the Northwest of our country, that is, if the 
Thai people often worship nature gods, some festivals of Thai people in 
Nghe An worship both nuture and human gods. 

Traditional festival of the Thai people in the western region of 
Nghe An has some characteristics including: honestly reflecting the 
situation and living conditions of the residents who grow rice as 
methods of mainly living; Reflecting these community activities, 
community cohesion; Manifesting the spirit of democracy and equality 
in daily life; Saving and reflecting many forms of primitive beliefs. 

Traditional festival of the Thai people in the western region of 
Nghe An has some values such as community cohesion value; oriented 
sources value (natural and social origin); spiritual balance value; 
preservation, enrichment and promotion values of cultural identity; 
creation and cultural enjoyment values; economic and tourism values. 
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Chapter 3 

CHANGES IN THE TRADITIONAL FESTIVALS OF THE THAI 

PEOPLE IN THE WESTERN REGION OF NGHE AN 

 

3.1. Manifestations of the change 

3.1.1. Changes in places and roles of the festivals 

In the opinion of some researchers, the Thai people are easy 
to adapt to the new living conditions. When other cultural flows 
come, they are also quite easy to accept and change. 

By comparing the Thai people’s festivals in the western 
region of Nghe An in the past and now we see the change in the 
outlook on life and world view. Attitude of the Thai peopel in the 
old society was anonymous class. They revered, worshiped the god 
absolutely and permanently. In modern society all relations have 
moved from class to equal relationships, expressing new 
democratic society. This change was rooted in objective reality. 

3.1.2. Changes in time and space of the festivals 

The festivals of the Thai people in the western region of Nghe 

An were surveyed in this study all have changes in time and the 

moment to organize the festival. Previously the festival was organized 

by the Thai calendar, the date is adjusted according to the lunar 

calendar and the ancient festivals are organized based on the time-

related agricultural crops, forestry, .. but now are be held in the Spring - 

traditional festive season of the Kinh ethnic. 
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Similar to the time and the moment of the festival, the festival 
space is also changed in two ways. If as in some other communities as 
Katu, Cor, Xơ đăng, Ca dong, ... some festivals are narrowed in terms 
of space, spread, affects, the traditional festivals of the Thai people in 
the western region of Nghe An expansive space and sphere of 
influence. 

3.1.3. Changes in organizational actors and festival participants 

Previously the subject of the festival are mostly people and now 
can the subject who organize the festivals are  divided into two groups. 
The mass subjects are local people and the game subjects are local 
authority. Recently, the level of government intervention has eased, 
only to intervene at the level of orientation, security assistance or 
financial support, thereby helping to mobilize maximum participation 
of people in some festivals. 

People who attend  the festival increasingly tends to increase 
rapidly. Previously Bua cave festival and Chin Gian temple have only a 
few hundred people attended, but now there are thousands of people in 
and outside the region to attend. Previously, traditional festivals here 
mainly include Thai people and Kho Mu people involved, now the 
traditional festivals of the Thai people has attracted a large part of Kinh 
people from many different areas, even in the city, the neighboring 
provinces and even remote also participate. 

3.1.4. Changes in structures and contents of the festivals 

Overall, the festivals of the Thai people in the western region of 
Nghe An now basically keep the old structure. However, the details of 
the ceremony have been changing. 
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Besides changes in festival contents, the traditional festivals of 
the Thai people in the western region of Nghe An have architectural 
changes in worship and the object of worship. 

3.2. Causes of the changes 

3.2.1. Practical impact of the policies of the Party and State's laws 

Previously, there was a time many people said that the 
development of human perception to a high level, when science and 
technology  developed fast, affluent human life, ... the influence of 
religion including traditional festivals for human life will narrow itself 
down and even mortal. Therefore, in the past, the ideological 
superstructure change, the childishness of the elite officers of the local 
enforcement in general and the western region of Nghe An in particular 
are caurses in which the traditional cultural activities such as festivals 
are suppressed. 

With the change in perceptions, the Party and State have issued 
many policies that have a major impact on the conservation and 
promotion of the values of national culture. Thanks to these policies, 
some traditional festivals of the Thai people in Nghe An as Bua cave 
festival, Chin Gian Temple festival have been restored and developed 
as today. 

3.2.2. Awareness of the local authorities 

In districts such as Que Phong and Quy Chau of  Nghe An there 
is a phenomenon – local management agencies have a hand in run and 
organize the traditional festivals of the local Thai people so much. 
3.2.3. Impact of economic and social factors 
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Through the process of acculturation exchanges, Thai peopel in 
the western region of Nghe An has received new elements that make 
their culture more rich, diversity. Many Vietnamese cultural elements 
appear in the festival, the Thai people’s beliefs. 

3.2.4. Impact of history and time 

In a long time with natural disasters, war, people or events in 
different historical era, Chin Gian temple festival, Bua cave festival 
have changed compared to the original and added some current 
elements. 

Conclusions of the chapter 3 
The study results show that the traditional festivals of the 

Thai people in the western region of Nghe An are changing and that 
is inevitable, reflecting the objective laws of society and reflecting 
the needs of spiritual culture, exchanges between the Thai community 
and among Thai people with other ethnics. 

The changes in the traditional festivals of the Thai people in 
Nghe An are expressed in terms of: changes in perception of place 
and role of festivals; changes in time, space, place of festivals; 
changes in the subject and festival participants; changes in the 
structure and content of the festivals. Overall, the festival of the Thai 
people in the western region of Nghe An essentially preserve and 
recreate the traditional cultural values of the Thai people here. 
Compared to some other ethnic minorities in Vietnam, Thai people in 
Vietnam in general and the Thai people in the western region of Nghe 
An in particular stll maintain beliefs and their folk festivals.  

The restoration of the traditional festivals of the Thai people 
has positive meanings. The festivals help preserve and promote the 
Thai people’s intangible cultural heritage values, Those are the 
custom, traditions, the folk art forms; Helping people here to 
strengthen community cohesion; Developing spiritual culture; 
Contributing to the education of future generations aware of 
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conservation, preservation and promotion of traditional cultural 
values. 

The changes in the traditional festivals of the Thai people 
today as a result the impact of many factors, many dimensions in the 
context of modernization, urbanization and market economy. The 
main causes of changes such as: The impact of the practice of the 
policies of the Party and State's laws; Awareness of local 
government; The impact of economic and social factors; Due to 
historical events and time. 
 

  



17 
 

Chapter 4 

CURRENT PROBLEMS POSED FOR THAI PEOPLE’S 
FESTIVALS IN THE WESTERN REGION OF NGHE AN 

 

4.1. Roles of the traditional festivals 

4.1.1. Relationships between tradition and change 

 Maintaining and organizing traditional festivals today are 
essential and have special significance in the preservation of cultural 
values and ethnic traditions, strengthen community cohesion and 
cultural transmission between the generation. 

The festivals revive consciousness of roots, many ethnic 
cultural values are searched, exploited and promoted  for descendants in 
the context of a market economy. Thai people’s festivals also generate 
huge economic benefits for Thai communities, create economic 
development opportunities for the villagers, the local. However, the 
downside of the market economy is also evident in the current festival. 
Those are trading activities. Trading in festivals has weakened 
somewhat the values of community cohesion. 

The festival is considered as the "mother's milk" nourish the 
arts. The festivals reserve, nurture and develop the cultural traditions of 
the village community. 

Similar to other elements of ethnic culture, traditional festivals 
of the Thai people in Nghe An are not immutable, but they always 
change to adapt to new conditions. However, that still does not fade the 
sense of Thai community in their cultural identity. Therefore, 
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preservation, enrichment and promotion of cultural values in traditional 
festivals of the Thai to service the current development is essential. 

4.1.2. Promoting the values of the traditional festivals to serve 
development 

From the findings of the traditional festivals of the Thai people 
in Nghe An, author of the thesis realizes some issues that should be 
discussed as follows: 

- How to promote the traditional cultural values in the Thai 
people’s festivals. 

- Overcoming the limiting factors in the current festivals: 
limiting cultural hybrid factors of Kinh people and ending the 
phenomenon of borrowing in the way of sacrifice and costumes of the 
witch doctors. 

- Economic development goes hand in hand with cultural 
development. Improving people's knowledge is a fundamental measure 
to inherit and promote the best of the Thai festivals in Nghe An. 

- Attaching the Thai people’s festivals in Nghe An with tourism 
development. Thai people’s festivals are activities which contain the 
unique cultural values and indicates the strength of community spirit.. 

4.1.3. The role of the Thai people community in the management of 
the festivals 

Innovating management practices of the Thai people’s festivals 
need a change in the organizational subject. It is to mobilize the 
participation of many more prestigious ones, have experience in 
community organizing. The role of organizing the festival should give 
back to the community with the methods and forms of organization best 
suited to customs, festive daily needs of each community. 
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Space and time to organize festivals, the festival expanded 
space for pilgrims is essential, but also need to pay attention to ritual 
space inside the festival to ensure to maintain the majesty , sacred in the 
celebration of the festival. For the Thai people’s festivals, there is a 
trend of reducing or simplifying the ritual, ceremony shortening, 
administrating the ceremony ... to more convenient for management 
staffs. However, managers have "forgotten" took an important goal of 
the festival and meet the needs of the majority of the people in the 
community, which is to organize folk games, traditional cultural 
exchange activities such as folk songs, dance performances ... This is 
one of the prerequisites affect the preservation of ethnic cultural values 
which have been strongly affected by the market economy, cultural 
communication and integration. 

The state should provide funding support to restore monuments 
and extend grounds to serve a growing number of visitors to attend the 
festivals. In addition, the local authorities need to build the plan to 
restore traditional activities, such as pounding rice by hand, cooking 
rice, and traditional dishes, organizing harvest demand rituals, for peace 
... in the holidays to be tourists can enjoy and participate together. 

4.2. Festivals in social life of Thai people community 

4.2.1. Positive aspects and limitations 

The festivals in the western region of Nghe An express 
community and high community cohesion. 

Festival activities, from the ceremony as well as the shows, 
especially the customary show games, always contain historical 
documents, looking for the source of the community. 
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Festivals contain all the aspirations, psychic and spiritual 
desires. They come to the festival with sincere reverence, gratitude and 
their own secret. 

Communities directly involve in the creation and enjoyment of 
cultural values, to be immersed in the national cultural resources. 

The traces of ancient beliefs have sunk into the past so it is easy 
to recognize it in another form, such as superstition. 

The kinds of magic, especially the magic cure (cúng khài) have 
a certain value in a primitive society, this is no longer relevant to the 
current state of civilized society. Thought lack of confidence in 
yourself, expecting the help of supernatural forces, as well as a 
significant obstacle to social progress. 

4.2.2. The consequence of the changes in the traditional festivals 

In term of cultural and social environment, the recoveration of 
the current traditional festivals has helped preserve and promote the 
Thai people’s intangible cultural heritage values. 

In terms of politics, economics, the restoration of the Thai 
people’s traditional festivals in Nghe An now contributes to building 
and promoting local brands. 

In terms of spiritual cultural development values, the Thai 
people’s traditional festivals in the western region of Nghe An are  
opportunities for people here to pay their respects, thankful ancestors 
who had reclaimed forest land in the northwest wild of Nghe An, wish 
good weather, good crops in a new year, prosperous life, happy and 
prosperous country. 
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However, the restoration of the traditional festivals in the 
direction of stage, apply a general model that has not paid adequate 
attention to specific elements of each festival that makes the Chin Gian 
temple festival and the Bua cave festival still heavily present form, 
mainly to serve the needs of entertainment, a carnival rather than 
educational needs and community cohesion. At the same time, the 
reappearance of the festivals towards "unity", "events" make the 
festivals losing its own diverse and unique. On the other hand, when 
communities no longer participate in the festival as a subject but as a 
participant, have emerged psychological apathy, insensitivity to the 
festival taking place in his homeland. 

4.2.3. Conserving and promoting the traditional festivals in the 
western region of Nghe An 

Festival innovative problem can not hasty. So keep cultural 
values of traditional festivals, careful testing of renovation is necessary. 

Recently organizing the festival in general has appeared 
excesses. The excess is not in itself the traditional festival that is mainly 
due to the way to organize the festival. The main reason is the god 
traffickers, festival commercialization, taking advantage of the festival 
to make a profit. 

To restore the habits and customs of the festival, first we need 
to organize the festival well, disseminate information, educate cultural 
significance of traditional festivals, religious customs goods, preserve 
cultural values and ethnic beliefs. 

4.2.4. Traditional festivals in the western region of Nghe An today 
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In terms of organization, most embarrassing, from the program 
to run, guide to funding are limited so that sacrifice forms, procession, 
ceremony announcement are defective. There procession is confusing, 
noisy. 

The festival is often associated with religious elements, 
religion. The Party and State respect religious freedom. We need a clear 
distinction between the spiritual needs and superstition in the festival 
activities in the monuments and landscapes. Because of bad 
management, in the festival there also appears the social evils like 
gambling smuggling, drug addiction, prostitution ...that make the social 
environment of the festival muddy. 

Conclusions of the chapter 4 
Traditional festivals have become necessary demands in the 

spiritual life of the people. The maintenance and organization of 
traditional festivals not only increases the sense of origin, keeps ethnic 
cultural values, reinforces community cohesion and also satisfies 
entertainment needs, cultural and spiritual exchange in and out of the 
Thai community. 

The value of traditional festivals so far has been preserved and 
promoted in the ethnic life. Many positive values of traditional festivals 
have contributed to preserving and promoting the cultural identity of 
the Thai people in the process of integration and development. 

Besides the participation of all levels of government and 
sectors of expertise, we should respect and promote the role of the Thai 
community in the organization and management of the festival. Must 
stem from the needs and the consensus of the Thai community in the 
organization and management of the festival. Mobilize more 
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community involvement in activities of the festival, there are also 
effective measures to preserve and promote the cultural identity of the 
Thai people in the context of integration and development. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

The traditional festivals of the Thai people in the western 
region of Nghe An have both common cultural characteristics of the 
Thai festival in Vietnam and its own cultural identity. The common 
characteristics are expressed through the characteristics of their 
traditional festivals such as: traditional festivals rooted in agriculture 
and associated with harvest, with polytheism. The festival demonstrates 
the cohesive community and equality in the enjoyment, participate in 
the festival. However, the traditional festival of the Thai people in the 
western region of Nghe An has some different characteristics from the 
Thai people’s festivals in the Northwest of our country, that is, if the 
Thai people often worship nature gods, some festivals of Thai people in 
Nghe An worship both nuture and human gods. 

Traditional festival of the Thai people in the western region of 

Nghe An has some characteristics including: honestly reflecting the 

situation and living conditions of the residents who grow rice as 

methods of mainly living; Reflecting these community activities, 

community cohesion; Manifesting the spirit of democracy and equality 

in daily life; Saving and reflecting many forms of primitive beliefs. 

Traditional festival of the Thai people in the western region of 
Nghe An has some values such as community cohesion value; oriented 
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sources value (natural and social origin); spiritual balance value; 
preservation, enrichment and promotion values of cultural identity; 
creation and cultural enjoyment values; economic and tourism values. 

The study results show that the traditional festivals of the 
Thai people in the western region of Nghe An are changing and that 
is inevitable, reflecting the objective laws of society and reflecting 
the needs of spiritual culture, exchanges between the Thai community 
and among Thai people with other ethnics. 

The changes in the traditional festivals of the Thai people in 
Nghe An are expressed in terms of: changes in perception of place 
and role of festivals; changes in time, space, place of festivals; 
changes in the subject and festival participants; changes in the 
structure and content of the festivals. Overall, the festival of the Thai 
people in the western region of Nghe An essentially preserve and 
recreate the traditional cultural values of the Thai people here. 
Compared to some other ethnic minorities in Vietnam, Thai people in 
Vietnam in general and the Thai people in the western region of Nghe 
An in particular stll maintain beliefs and their folk festivals.  

The restoration of the traditional festivals of the Thai people 
has positive meanings. The festivals help preserve and promote the 
Thai people’s intangible cultural heritage values, Those are the 
custom, traditions, the folk art forms; Helping people here to 
strengthen community cohesion; Developing spiritual culture; 
Contributing to the education of future generations aware of 
conservation, preservation and promotion of traditional cultural 
values. 

The changes in the traditional festivals of the Thai people 
today as a result the impact of many factors, many dimensions in the 
context of modernization, urbanization and market economy. The 
main causes of changes such as: The impact of the practice of the 
policies of the Party and State's laws; Awareness of local 
government; The impact of economic and social factors; Due to 
historical events and time. 
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Besides the participation of all levels of government and 
sectors of expertise, we should respect and promote the role of the Thai 
community in the organization and management of the festival. Must 
stem from the needs and the consensus of the Thai community in the 
organization and management of the festival. Mobilize more 
community involvement in activities of the festival, there are also 
effective measures to preserve and promote the cultural identity of the 
Thai people in the context of integration and development.
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